Boswell's affective illness: a reappraisal.
James Boswell, the noted 18th-century writer, was well known to have suffered from bouts of melancholia, as well as episodic drunkenness, sexual excesses, irritability, and euphoric self-absorption. Drawing upon the writings of both Boswell and his biographers, the present work reconsiders Boswell's affective illness in modern psychiatric diagnostic terms. Boswell appears to have suffered from cyclothymic disorder, a highly prevalent disorder in successful 20th-century writers.